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Application No. 
09/423,523 



AppltcsTOs) 



Ishino et al. 



Examiner 




□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . ~ 

□ This action is FINAL. m 

□ Sine, this appiication is in condition ft. allowance ^^-"^ " " " ^ 
in accordance with the practice under Ex pane Ouayle. 1 935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period ,0, response to m ,ac*,n ^J^^^^^.TZ^^Z 

37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 
H Claim(s) ?-4 



is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above, claim(s) 
□ Claim(s) 



IS Claim(s) M_ 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

is/are objected to by the Examiner. 
is Qpproved disapproved. 



□ The drawing(s) filed on 



□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 , ORMCr611 qi«Md> 

K) Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a) (d). 
Kl All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



H received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: — 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Attachment(s) 

Kl Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

H Information Disclosure Statements PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 6_ 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 
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1 Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

It is not quantitatively clear what content of the component within the composition is 
denoted by "chief". 

2. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

The second reference to "claim 1" is unnecessary. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action. 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the pnor art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was 
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the time any inventions covered therein were made *- "» ^ " 
commomyovmeda.thetuneany.n „ cnU 56.opoin.ou..heinven,or 

Aoriicant is advised of the obUgation under 37 CFR156 to p 
the contrary. Applicants ,„ e time a later invention was 

, „,,, daim .ha, was not commonly owned at the tune 
andinventiondatesofeachclarmtha, 103O ^ potential 35 

^einorderforthe—t o confer, he app^of 35 US.C. 

U.S.C W2(f >or( g )priorar,under35l,S.C. 103(a). 

4 c^W^^™^"^"^* ) 

4 - ClaUnSl , t WThe Effect of Polymer Structure on the , 

• al f 887) or WO 96/15174 or Kaplan et al. (The Effect ot ym 
Weremczetal. C»8'J OT w 

Oa.Perme.bi.ityofModeiPolyure.hanes). 

^^rencesdisdoseetherse^tcor^gpo.y-erswh.charepermeah.e 

246toough255 ^Kaplan ^al. 

SecabstractswitoF.esherandWeremczetal.Se.pag 

• f th e use of ether segments and tne disclosed gas permeabd.ty proves, P 
Invtewoftheuseofethe gm anK . claimed permeability properties. 

,. «•> ,„fmereference S inherentlymeetapphcants clauneap 
^t^there* ^^^^ 
Bisfurmerno^matbothFlesherandWereme, ^ 

, ii„es28-30withinFlesher. See abstract or 
fabrics or other substrates. See column 3, hues 28 

„ , 35U SC ,03(a)asbeingu„pa«en.ableoverFlesherC024)or 
5 Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 10JW 

... „ f pia('95nandRosner(916). 
Weremc Z etalC 8 S7)orW0 96/ 1 5174,eachmv 1 ewofP 1 a(95) 



As 



aforementioned, the primary references 



disclose the production of water vapor 



permeable films, but are 



silent regarding the use ofthe films as covers 



for compost heaps. As 
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references, as protecting covers for compost heaps. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication 
telephone number (703) 308-2982. 



should be directed to Examiner R. Sergent at 



Sergent/ph 
November 10, 2000 
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